
P 
rime Minister Kevin Rudd had a big meeting in 

Canberra in April to discuss the nation‟s future. 

Newstead gathered on May 4 at the Community 

Centre to discuss our town‟s future and the big issues for 

our community. 

What began as a mad idea a few weeks before took 

shape, as an informal committee organised our “summit”. 

Officially 123 people turned out for Newstead 

2021.  That’s 15 per cent of our local community! 

We suspect a few more attended but didn‟t sign in.  

Setting the Scene 

Patrick Kavanagh opened proceedings, welcoming par-

ticipants to share their ideas about how Newstead could 

build on its strengths and meet the challenges of 2021. 

In an interview, Maureen Heagney from Sandon talked 

of her lifelong involvement in community affairs. Maureen 

explained how the CFA Ladies Auxiliary was formed in 

1980 after fires threatened Newstead the year before 

and how funds were raised to build and run the pool. She 

talked about the auxiliary‟s struggles to gain new mem-

bers and how members raise money by running dances 

and catering for funerals.  

Local Views of Newstead 

Community members shared their perspectives about 

what makes our Newstead community special: 

Policeman Grant MacDonald 

Yandoit farmer Paul Righetti 

Cheryl Gervasoni, Newstead IGA supermarket 

Youth and sports advocate Kylie Richardson 

Newstead Landcare representative Jennie Grundy 

Newstead CFA member Chris Simmins  

Trouble magazine proprietor and arts advocate 

Steve Proposch  

Newstead Primary School reps Maddie Ruggles, 

Zac Carson, Alice Reece & Sam Daldy  

Our Big Ideas 

Geoff Park called for ideas from the floor. (See back 

page.) There was no shortage of them: street trees that 

could feed people, a system of safer, integrated walking 

and bike paths, more play facilities for kids, a community 

garden, a cultural centre, a ride-share program, solar en-

ergy, natural gas connection and so on. Then we broke 

into groups to talk more. (See middle pages.) 

This special insert outlines the main themes that emerged 

from the summit. 

We‟ve created this so everyone, including those who 

couldn‟t be at the summit, can reflect on the ideas and 

think about where Newstead might progress from here. 

Enjoy!  

The informal committee: Geoff Park, Karly Smith, Georgina Duckett, 

Saide Gray, Andrew Shirres, Ron Snep, Patrick Kavanagh, Genevieve    

Barlow, Don Culvenor, Basia Olejniczak & Jenny Dyer. 

Maureen Heagney and Paul Righetti  

A Summit to Remember 

L-R: Andrew Shirres, Georgina Duckett, Geoff Park, Saide 

Gray, Karly Smith, Genevieve Barlow, Patrick Kavanagh 

L to R: Sam Daldy, Alice Reece, Maddie Ruggles, Zac Carson 



 

The Planning, Trees & Paths Group 

Establish horse (and cart) trails – connect these to 

the racecourse reserve; 

Build a pedestrian crossing over the river at Can-

robert Street; 

Connect spaces and places with bike and walking 

paths; 

Map our public spaces and places; 

Put power lines underground to allow for proper 

shade trees; 

Newstead needs an urban design study, including 

our heritage study; 

Establish a plan to care for, establish and replace  

street trees where necessary. 

Helen Watters 5476 2235  

The Kids & Youth Stuff Group 

Survey or petition kids to see what they want in town 

i.e. skate park, BMX track. Find suitable location/s: 

behind pool on council land, next to netball courts, 

racecourse reserve? 

BMX track: start up a BMX Club so there is a group 

to help organise this, and provide some structure; 

Build a child and youth friendly space in town (at 

racecourse reserve?) with lots of facilities such as ad-

venture playground, BBQ facilities, basketball half-

courts, climbing wall; 

Establish a committee for young people so they can 

provide feedback to the community about their ideas 

and concerns; 

Build a „ship‟ playground in Lyons Street park. 

Karly Smith 5476 2486 

The Energy Group 

Hold information session in Newstead featuring 

renewable energy experts; 

Investigate leasing program for solar hot water; 

Establish a Newstead branch of the Mount Alexan-

der Sustainability Group (MASG); 

Promote installation of solar panels and feeding 

excess power back to the mains grid; 

Lobby local and state politicians about getting 

Newstead connected to natural gas. 

Geoff Park 5476 2486 

The Garden Group 

Create a local food growers‟ network – list growers, 

advertise a meeting, involve people with a willingness 

to share skills and produce; 

Community food garden – find a suitable location 

(preference is the river flats), find a way to supply with 

water and necessary infrastructure, and find out about 

workers and resources. 

Allex Hall 5476 2752 

Discussion Group Ideas  

Clockwise from above left:   

Tom Barker, Muckleford South; Dean 

McLaren, Newstead & Sam Bell, San-

don; Terry Chapman & Don Culvenor, 

Newstead with Ron Snep of Welsh-

mans Reef; Suzie Smith & David 

Johnson, Sandon with Natasha Harris, 

Guildford; Darren Carson & Eden 

Carson, Joyces Creek. 



 

The Transport Group 

Reduce speed limit to 50km/h through main street 

(Lyons Street); 

Establish bike paths (and wheelchair/electric vehi-

cle) paths 

Investigate possibilities of „ride-share‟ program as a 

transport option from Newstead to other towns; 

Investigate options for public transport (bus link) 

to Castlemaine 

Terry Chapman 5476 2407 

The River Group 

Incorporate the Loddon Plan within the Newstead 

the town‟s heritage study – which needs to include 

trees, footbridge, walking/bike paths; 

Hold a planning day with shire funding to restore 

health of Loddon River starting at Newstead; 

Look at recreation spaces in our town & district. 

Patrick Kavanagh 5476 2755 

 

The Sports Group 

Source funding to acquire water supply from bore 

(currently privately owned) to water recreation 

reserve, bowls club, croquet club; 

Resurface tennis courts. Lights for netball court; 

Decide where our major sporting facilities should 

be – recreation reserve or racecourse? Need new 

clubrooms; 

Recruit new members for Croquet Club – through 

school, youth group, come „n‟ try days; 

The pool, whilst volunteer-run, will survive and the 

council should fund major works. 

Alison Carson 5476 2273 

The Be In It Group 

Re-establish an annual event like Newstead on 

Show to promote Newstead‟s many facets, and 

attract another major event to our town; 

Find ways for different community groups to at-

tract more volunteers; 

Find ways to establish better communication be-

tween groups – the Echo, RTC could help; 

Encourage locals to support local businesses; 

Increase patronage of the community bank; 

Set up a structure that will enable the communica-

tions from the summit to keep going. 

Michael Redden 5476 6263 

The Arts Group 

Acquire a piano for the community centre – for 

performance and tuition; 

Host Castlemaine State Festival events in New-

stead; 

Establish independent performance venue-cum- 

gallery/arts space/cultural centre in Newstead, pos-

sibly at the old railway goods shed; 

Create „arts‟ website – listing arts calendar, local 

festivals, art‟s register and arts alliance. 

Sharon Fraser 6576 2752 

The Marketing Group 

Need to attract local businesses to Newstead for 

the growth of the district and future employment; 

Local industries to link up to market collectively; 

Create a „sub-council‟ to bring issues to the shire, 

and to support our local councillor; 

Need for locals to use the town and district‟s re-

sources and share information locally; 

Attract and retain events: need better facilities? 

Develop an interactive webpage for town, with 

links to every aspect of community; 

Present „Newstead‟ on regional community radio 

Genevieve Barlow 5476 2633 

Discussion Group Ideas  

MARK THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARIES:   

We have taken the first step.  Join us in taking the next step at the Newstead Community 

Centre on June 15 at 11am.  Groups will report on their progress and we will continue 

to explore how further community dreaming might happen.  
Vanessa Boyack 



Ideas from the ‘floor’ at the Newstead Summit 

 Thanks... to all our valued supporters, including the Werona Sandon Farm Advance 

Group for financial support, Steve and Melissa Proposch from Trouble for logo design, 

Frances Cincotta from Newstead Natives for plants for summit participants, Gordon 
Dowell for photos, Newstead P.O.‟s Jenny and John for flyer distribution, Ecologica for 
layout and last but not least the big-hearted, zest-filled participants. You made the day! 

 

Energy & Water 

Solar powered town 
Feed renewable energy 

into grid 

Prepare for climate change 
Community purchase of 

solar power, water tanks 
Solar power plant to sup-

ply whole town 

Electric power lines under-
ground 

Connect natural gas 
Solar hot water 
Independent power gen-

eration 
Model for carbon footprint 
Solar street lights 
Water supply & recycling 

Sustainable homes – insula-
tion, solar 

Transport 

Reduce traffic speed 
Interconnected bike 

paths 

Rail trail 
Public transport – 

better connections 
to Castlemaine and 

onwards 

Coordinated ride-
share program 

Safe bike tracks to 
Castlemaine 

A connecting walk/

bike path around 
the Loddon 

Reopen train line 
Truck & heavy vehi-

cles detoured 
around CBD 

Bridge across river 

Sporting facilities 

Better sporting facilities 
Lights at the netball 

court 

Repave netball courts 
Better community use 

of old racecourse site 
Safe off-leash dog park 

Attract  local members 

to Croquet Club 
More footy games 

River & Biodiversity 

Save / revitalise Loddon 
Loddon River restoration plan 
Develop & use of public space - 

incorporating the river 
Loddon fishing 
Revegetation: city-country links, 

rare & endangered species 

survival rates, links with VNPA 

submission 
More shade along streets to 

connect our public open 
spaces & historic buildings 

More work on the river so it is 

a drawcard for locals and 
tourists (perhaps a picnic area) 

Remove dangerous street trees 
Bring back the birds 

All animals, trees and people are 
sacred and killing is not the 

solution 

Kids & Youth 

Bigger and better play-
ground & park 

Skate park & BMX track 

Park with BBQ, toilets &  
playground 

Swings in a better play-
ground with a „ship‟ 

Voice for young people 

More recreation options 
for young people 

Tunnel water slide 
Games arcade / zone 
Two pools (winter & sum-

mer) 
Attract business or indus-

try for today‟s students 
After-school chess club 

Increased child care hours 
Performing arts for youth 

Nurture children‟s spirit  

Market Newstead 

Weekly market 
Return of BSA 
Need for search en-

gine-friendly mar-
keting of town 

Free camp ground 
(overnight) with 

toilet & shower 

Organisation to rep-
resent town 

More festivals (music, 
automotive, writing, 
poetry) to encour-

age folks to come 
to Newstead 

Build on butcher, 
baker, candlestick 

maker theme for 
tourism 

Community Gar-

den & Local Grow-
ers’ Network 
Community vegetable 

gardens 
Organic-biodynamic 

gardens & farms 

Community Services 

Ageing: sharing re-
sources, meeting 
needs of aged trans-

port, emergency care, 
housing 

Community learning 
centre – share skills 

Action on Newstead 

heritage plan 

Arts 

Beautiful piano to encourage & 
develop performance program 
in arts in community centre 

Community performance arts 
for all ages: music/singing, 
dance, play, learn how to pro-
duce or put on an event 

Newstead community cultural 

centre with parklands 

Other ideas 

Info. technology – 
broadband, radio 

Establish sister city 

Town clock on IGA 
Men‟s shed 
Responsible and 

neighbour-conscious 

animal ownership 
Apply for grant to re-

move Givoni Mills 

Ability for Newstead to 
self-fund projects if 
people would support 

bank services at RTC 
Don‟ forget past as we 

think about future 
Retain separateness 

from Shire Council 

Community Participation & 

Volunteers 
Communication between 

groups and people 

Motivate locals to actively 
choose to use the resources, 
facilities and businesses in 
town rather than out of town 

Increased participation in fire 
brigade activities – young & 

old, female & male 

Willing volunteers for all groups 
– hall, sporting groups, Echo, 
fire brigade, RTC etc 

CFA – broader roles & respon-
sibilities, education, continuity 
in membership, increased in-
volvement 

Oscar Lynzaat ,Ben Carson 

George Ryan, Saide Gray & 

Allex Hall 


